would be protected and those that had been converted
into temples would be restored. Gandhiji was glad to1
hear this from both the Ministers. As for protection
of life and property, thex Government would do all that it
could. But the Government could only succeed if the
people co-operated with them.
GRIEVANCES OF THE REFUGEES
The refugees had a number of grievances. They
said that the food was bad and insufficient. The East
Punjab Governor was, however, looking into the matter.
Out of the clothes that were sent for the refugees, good
blankets often disappeared. They were given old and
torn ones. One boy came and took off his clothes in
front of him and told him to restore his father who had
been killed. How could anyone do that? But he could
understand the boy's grief and sympathized with him.
Gandhiji took the leader of the refugees in his car
on the return journey. 'He said that the management
should be given to representative refugees instead of
to the local Hindus as at present. At present there
was favouritism. He advised the representative to talk
to the fellow sufferers and if they felt that it was their
duty to keep the Muslims in Panipat free from fear
and molestation, he should assure them on their behalf
and induce them not to leave their homes. That would
be a real victory in Panipat, which was famous for
battles.
Gandhiji said that he was relating all this to the
audience so that they might know how low they had
sunk. They had their own Government, but they were
not prepared to obey them. Pandit Jawaharlalji had
said that he would rather be called the first servant
of the nation than the Prime Minister. Were all
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